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SUDDEN SHOCK — SOCCER NEWS NO MORE! 
By Alex Barr ; 


Famous last words in last week’s 
“Soccer News”, we quote. “Olympic 
Park fans can be relieved. They won’t 
have to put up with that mini give- 
away much longer. The Dockerty 
Cup starts in three weeks and the 
Federation will take over the Park 
... that’s how it should be.” 


This comment by the editor proved 
once again he does not have his 
finger on the public pulse. This ser- 
vice provided by the home clubs at 
Olympic Park has been well received, 
which is more than can be said for 
the “fifteen center” which was pub- 
lished last weekend for the last time. 

The bombshell which has rocked 

soccer headquarters was exploded on 
Monday morning, when the Federa- 
tion secretary, Mr. Edgar, was told he 
need no longer provide league tables, 
and the soccer news contributors were 
asked to send in their accounts for 
monies due. 
_ With only two weeks left in the 
premiership race this decision was odd 
to say the least.. No sense of loyalty 
to the writers, no consideration for 
, the public and what I would term 
a lack of pride on the part of the 
publishers. 

No doubt the real reason for the 
collapse will emerge in time, but at 
the moment it would appear that 
All-States Publishing and the printers 
Waverley Off-set Printers have not 
found it financially sound to continue 
even for two more weeks. 


The attempt to wed tennis and 
table tennis to soccer looked a shaky 
deal right from the start and the 
increase from 10 to 15 cents certainly 
did not encourage the public to buy 
it, especially as it went to press too 
- early in the week to enable up-to- 
the-minute news to be included. 

Despite these anomalies: the paper 
did provide some good material. 
League tables for all divisions and 
the Metropolitan League coverage by 
Martyn Harris was of tremendous 


value to those clubs who never get 
a mention in the dailies. 

Critical analysis and authoritative 
comment by George Yelland, and 
Jim Cook’s overseas snippets and 
local gossip will be missed by many 
people, but the big question is, what 
are the prospects of another soccer 
journal rising from the ashes of a 
paper which suffered the inevitable 
fate of being mis-managed? 

In all fairness it would be remiss 
not to point out the fact that the 
editor, Mr. Fred Villiers, put 11 years’ 
of hard work into the publication, 
and to see years of toil go down the 
drain must be a heartbreak indeed. 


Mind you the State League clubs 
and the Federation have their share 
of the blame. Their co-operation in 
providing worthwhile stories was neg- 
ligible and negligent. They seemed 
to have some weird idea that re- 
porters have to chase all over the 
place to dig up the facts. Let me say 
that every Australian Rules club 
maintains a close link with the news- 
papers in their endeavour to keep 
their public informed. 


There is a need for a paper de- 
voted to soccer, a very great need 
indeed because of the paucity of cover- 
age in metropolitan newspapers, but 
I would warn anyone thinking of 
starting up a new journal, be abso- 
lutely sure that you have reliable 
advertisers who will meet their com- 
mitments. Be sure that you will be 
backed by the clubs and be certain 
that the distribution is in the hands 
of someone interested in the game 
and its promotion. 


Without these basic ingredients a 
flop would be a certainty. Competi- 
tions for readers, up-to-the-minute 
facts and figures, junior coverage and 
hard-hitting editorial content, and I 
am certain the public would respond 
handsomely. To anyone game enough 
to have a go “The Record” wishes 
them good luck, they'll need it. 














In Football RIVERLAND Time is % Time 
In Soccer RIVERLAND Time is 


For Children, Mothers and Fathers 
RIVERLAND Time is any Time 


VY Time 





SATURDAY 

P.M.-SLAVIA HAKOAH 
I. LOWRIE 1. HENDERSON 
2. JONES 2. WAUGH 
3. SJO 3. O’NEIL 
4. KERR 4. MURNEY 
5. RANDLES 5. VAN ALPHEN 
6. REED 6 STENHOUSE 
7. REID 7. FRY i 
8. JURECKI 8. KEITH -: 
9. SAVAGE 9. THOMAS 
10. KRAUS — 10. ANDERSON 
11. GILDEA ‘ 11. CAMERON 
12, LIVINGSTONE 12. BOWMAN 
13. PAUL 13. DOUGLAS 


Reserve goalkeeper: BAROTAS. 


Reserve goalkeeper: WALKER 


OFFICIALS 


Referee, Mr. PEDLAR. Linesmen, Messrs.. BAKENS and VERNIER. 
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SURVIVAL STAKES — SLAVIA SHOULD SURVIVE 
By Alex Barr 


“Determination Defies Defeat”, this 
I feel will be the keynote of this 
game. Slavia realises the seriousness 
of its present position in the relega- 
tion zone and will make every post 
a winner and win the two points 
needed to live again. 


With top goal getter Armstrong out 
suspended Hakoah’s attack will lack 
his opportunistic flair, and may per- 
mit Slavia’s backline to turn defence 
into attack more frequently. The 
visitors still must be treated with 
respect however, as once they hit the 
front they are hard to peg back. 


Slavia’s incredible headlong dive 
down the ladder has the club manage- 
ment and the supporters baffled. The 
side plays fine football in mid-field 
but falls apart inside the scoring 
zone. Players like Jurecki have lost 


the ability to snap-shoot accurately, 
despite the fact that in every game 
four and five chances are presented. 


One feels that the gift will return 
as quickly as it departed, and for 
Slavia’s sake let’s hope it is today, 
or the position will be really grim. 





THIS WEEKEND AT OTHER 
GROUNDS 
Saturday 
Ringwood City v. Polonia. 


Footscray v. Lions. 


Sunday 
Juventus v. George Cross. 
S.M.-Hellas v. Croatia. 





HELP FOR NEW SETTLERS 
IN AUSTRALIA 


You'll be welcome at — 


Bank of New South Wales — Wales Corner Branch 
Cnr. Collins & Swanston Sts., Melbourne 


Bring this programme with you 





SUNDAY 
ALEXANDER MELBOURNE 
1. ECONOMEDES 1. GERRARD 
2. XANTHOPOLOUS a Reiki 
3. GLENNIE i pin ie 
4, KRIARIS - 
5. BOUSOULAS 5. SCOTT or FOWLER 
6. FOKIANOS 6. CLISS or SCOTT 
7, MANGOPOLOUS 7. ae 
8. MARGARITES 8. ABONYI 
9. MINTZIAS 9. POCOCK 
10. PAPACONSTANTINOU | 10. MYERS * 
11. HILHILIDAS 11. FERNANDEZ 
12. GREGAL 


ROWN 
13. ANDRICOULAS 
Reserve goalkeeper: AZZOPARDIE 


Reserve goalkeeper: MARFFRY 


OFFICIALS 
Referee, Mr. RANDALL. Linesmen, Messrs. THORN and FINNEGAN. 





ARE ALEXANDER ABLE? 


ASSUREDLY 


By Alex Barr 


Alexander can win, with one pro- 
viso. That is for every player in 
the side to forget everything except 
this game. Forget imaginary outside 
influences. Don’t worry about what 
may be happening in other matches. 
Buckle down to the task in front 
and the home side can escape the 
relegation threat once and for all. 


With both sides in the relegation 
zone, this match will have the atmos- 
phere of a Cup final, and I expect 
a torrid struggle from go to whoa. 


Early in the season Alexander 
played really well, and the talent 
is still there, all that seems to be 
lacking is confidence, but the team 
can take heart by noting that their 
opponents have problems also. 


Unfortunately Alexander officials 
seem to think everyone is against 
them. This is not the case. Alexan- 


der with its large following is one 
of soccer’s best assets and the other 
clubs are aware of this. I select the 
home side to win and win well. 


Young Economedes in goal is worth 
three goals to his side. He is in 
rare form and his form should be 
sufficient for the rest of the team 
to have confidence and play attack- 
ing soccer from the start. Whatever 
the result, may the best team win. 


For up-to-the-minute comment on 
weekend soccer tune in to 3KZ every 
Friday night at 9.30. 


Sports Cavalcade, presented by Rod 
McLeod, will, from now on, include 
a soccer segment presented by Alex 
Barr. 





CLUB CORNER 


CROATIA 


The move to Olympic Park paid 
dividends for Croatia, which has won 
its first State League premiership. 
Irrespective of the outcome of the 
remaining games, their goal average 
is too good for the opposition and 
the flag is theirs. 

The other resident clubs, Alex- 
ander, George Cross and Port 
Melbourne-Slavia, congratulate the 
victors on their achievement. “The 
Record” wholeheartedly endorsed 
their sentiments, and adds: There is 
no doubt Croatia is the best team in 
the League on current form. 

The club will hold a dance at the 
North Melbourne Town Hall next 
Saturday night. The location is the 
corner of Queensberry and Errol Sts. 
The function commences at 7.30. No 
bookings are required. 


“THE RECORD” SELECTS 


P.M.-Slavia to defeat Hakoah. 
Ringwood City to down Polonia. 
Footscray a loss to Lions. 
Alexander victory over Melbourne. 
Juventus lose to George Cross. 


Croatia win over S.M.-Hellas. 





JUNIORS 


The final of the Australian under- 
16 carnival will be played at Olympic 
Park as the curtain-raiser to the 
P.M.-Slavia—Melbourne match in- 
stead of the-reserve-grade game. This 
will be a tussle well worth seeing and 
fans are certain to roll up early to 
sée the stars of tomorrow in action. 
The kick-off is at 1.30 p.m. 


Throughout next week, when the 
preliminary rounds are in progress, 
“Riverland” are providing free 
oranges for the lads, and the “Milk 
Board” will be in attendance with 
free flavored and plain milk drinks. 


Drink at least one pint of milk 
each day, and never say oranges until 
you say “Riverland”. 





NEXT WEEKEND’S FIXTURES 
Saturday 


Ringwood City v. George Cross. 
Polonia v. Footscray. 
Alexander v. Lions. Olympic Park. 


Sunday 


P.M.-Slavia v. Melbourne, 
Olympic Park. 


S.M.-Hellas vy. Hakoah. 


Juventus v. Croatia. 





ALL PLAYERS AT OLYMPIC PARK ARE PROVIDED WITH RIVERLAND ORANGES. 
RICH IN VITAMIN C. FOR GOOD HEALTH. 





STATE LEAGUE LADDER 


13 


Lions ....0 006. 
George Cross 


Ringwood City 
Juventus 
Melbourne 
P.M.-Slavia 
Alexander 
Footscray .... 


WA AAA LA ON 00 00] 00 LO 10 
RUUAARAAUAAIAIY DO 


L. F. A. Av. Pts, 
4 36 17 2.12 29 
4 27 22 1.23 25 
3 30 22 1.36 24 
5 33 26 1.27 23 
6 20 21 0.95 22 
7 35 26 1.35 21 
8 23 23 1.00 18 
7 26 36 0.72 18 
9 23 33 0.70 16 

10 27 30 0.90 15 

10 25 41 0.61 15 

11 28 38 0.74 14 


Progress Press Pty. Ltd., 66 High St., Glen Iris 


